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We are… 
 
We believe our mission is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. The 
Church pursues its mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel and promotes justice, 
peace and love. Our vision at All Saints' Episcopal Church is to build a sacramental community 
which nurtures ministry to all people. 
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All Saints’ is a small but vibrant debt-free church in a small town in south central Oklahoma. We 
are known for our welcoming and inclusive spirit and our passion for working together in a 
Christ-centered life. We love the Episcopal liturgy and history and are very friendly, funny, and 
loud in our responses--the peace portion of the service always takes a long time at All Saints! 
 
A new rector will find a group of parishioners who are caring, loving, and very committed to our 
church and church family. We have an excellent deacon, committed vestry members, and church 
volunteers, whose presence provides structure during our transition and a valuable strength on 
which we can build. 

 
 
 
All Saints' Church History 

 
From an early group of seven people in 1932, initially known for Bishop-badgering and begging 
for an Episcopal presence in our community, All Saints’ has grown into a vibrant and vital part 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma and the city of Duncan. 

 
After the first service in the new church in 1935, Bishop Casady issued a Bulletin: “All Saints’ 
Duncan is unique in several ways. First of all, it is paid for. No debt hangs over the 
congregation or stands between the people of the community and the services held between its 
doors. There is no debt to dishearten the faithful. . .” 

 
Over the years the parish welcomed its first resident priest and received “Parish” status on 
January 25, 1956. A building project included enlarging the parish hall and kitchen, addition of a 
rector’s study, secretary’s office, eight classrooms, storeroom, pantry, restrooms and relocation 
of the Sacristy. 

 
The loud whispers that a new church was needed prompted starting a building fund. In 1993, the 
building project was kicked off with a projected cost of $620,000. Work began on the new Nave 
and youth room. After a flurry of events including a series of work days, catered buffets, service 
of Music and Sung Evensong with wine and cheese, the new Nave and Youth Center was 
dedicated on November 5, 1995. 

 
The 1999 Diocesan Convention enjoyed All Saints’ hospitality in Duncan. The ten months of 
hard work culminated with almost all parish members enthusiastically participating and bonding 
together to achieve creative results exceeding all expectations. All Saints’ gained statewide 
respect and set standards for our Episcopal community. 

 
We know God is at work among us to bring about His will for the Episcopal Church in Duncan. 
The past few years were an era of parties, celebrations, projects, and activities with parishioners 
full of energy, passion and enthusiasm. 
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ALL SAINTS TODAY 
 
The parish is currently comprised of about 117 individuals including 33 pledging units. Average 
Sunday attendance is around 47 people.  We are small enough to really know and care about each 
other as individuals, and we hope to grow as a parish that we may share God’s love with others. 
The pledging budget is approximately $107,500 with plate donations bringing in an additional 
$20,000 and specific needs another $25,000 which brings our annual operating and outreach 
budget to around $140-160,000. We do not have any debt. 

 
Parish life centers around a 10:00 a.m. Sunday Eucharist which follows Christian formation 
classes both for adults and children at 9:00 a.m. A nursery is provided during these activities. 
Sunday activities are augmented by a Wednesday evening Eucharist with a healing service. An 
active prayer chain has for many years produced miraculous results for parishioners and their 
families and friends. The Legacy Society, begun in 2009 as an effort to create an endowment to 
ensure All Saints’ future, has already inducted twelve members. 

 
All Saints’ members have been called to ordained ministry in startling number over the past few 
years. Gary Templeton (1986) and Karla Dillon (2008) both became deacons and they continue 
to serve the congregation and the parish. Since 2008 All Saints’ has raised and supported four 
other members to the ordained ministry. 
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Outreach Ministries of All Saints’ 
 
The people of All Saints’ give of their time, talent and treasure to a number of community 
activities: 
• Duncan Community Residence—This organization supports group home residence and 
employment services for mentally challenged individuals. 
• The Toy Shop—A community-wide program supported by Church Women United and 
individual members of local churches, this project assures Christmas presents for all children in 
the community—particularly from financially disadvantaged families. 
• Christians Concerned—a community food bank supported by numerous churches and 
individuals in Stephens County 
• Oakerhater Indian Mission Bible School—Junior and senior high students have attended 
youth mission trips for the Oakerhater Indian Mission Bible School in Watonga for more than 15 
years and now the bible school has support from four other Oklahoma churches. The school 
began as a bible school for native American children but has expanded to include children of the 
Watonga, OK area and the Diocesan-supported Whirlwind Mission. 

 
 

Fellowship 
 

All Saints’ members enjoy the numerous opportunities our parish provides to build community 
through activities of many sorts. 

 
Shrove Tuesday, as uniquely crafted at All Saints, is a fun-filled evening with dinner planned, 
cooked and served by the Men of the Year. The evening's entertainment is an auction of goods 
and services donated by parish members. Money derived from this auction is used for Parish Life 
to replenish the coffee supply, purchase food for compassion dinners, and other Parish Life 
activities including receptions and pot luck lunches. The parish hosts pot luck dinners on a 
regular basis and the reception following the Christmas Eve service is a popular event. A 
Pentecost Picnic also is well attended each year. 
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History of the Diocese of Oklahoma 
 

The General Convention of the Episcopal Church recognized the Diocese of Oklahoma in 1937. 
The diocese consists of 69 Episcopal congregations, 16,387 members, in the state of Oklahoma. 

 
Outreach is a priority in Oklahoma. The Diocese has a long history of support in a variety of 
ministries throughout the state addressing the needs of people and communities. Ministries 
include feeding programs, afterschool mentoring, mission camps and a very active prison 
ministry. 

 
Multi-cultural ministry is also a priority in the Diocese of Oklahoma. From the days of The Rev. 
David Pendelton Oakerhater, deacon and first Native American to be included in the Episcopal 
Church's Calendar of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, Oklahoma has inherited an active ministry to 
American Indians in the state, primarily through Oakerhater Episcopal Indian Ministries Center 
in Watonga. 

 
There is a long tradition of effective youth work in the diocese. A diocesan summer camp 
program at St. Crispin's Conference Center provides nurturing, education, and fun for young 
people from grade three through high school. There are Episcopal schools throughout the diocese 
which serve children in preschool through High School. 

 
Episcopal residential facilities for the elderly include Ardmore Village in Ardmore and St. 
Simeon's in Tulsa. Both of these facilities have undergone major expansion and renovations 
during the last few years. Each facility provides excellent care to the residents and their families. 

 
Although young in years (celebrating its seventieth anniversary as a diocese in 2007), it is one of 
the most financially sound in the country. Through prudent stewardship, it has been able to 
invest significantly in special ministries, including strong campus chaplaincies at five 
universities throughout the state. 

 
Through shared ministry and a commitment to congregational growth and vitality, the Diocese of 
Oklahoma seeks to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 

 
 
 

About Duncan, Oklahoma 
 

Duncan, population of 23,431 as of the 2010 census, is the county seat of Stephens County. The 
town is about an hour and a half southwest of Oklahoma City and two and a half hours north of 
Dallas. Museums, antique stores, and special retreats all share Duncan's rich and colorful 
heritage. Year round events, recreational facilities, and outdoor activities renew residents and 
visitors with this spirit of adventure. 

 
Stephens County has a population of 45,048. In the county, the population is 24.6% under the 
age of 18, 7.8% from 18 to 24, 25.1% from 25 to 44, 24.0% from 45 to 64, and 18.5% who are 
65 years of age or older. The median age is 40 years. The median income for a family in the 
county is $36,371. 
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History 

 
Originally a small trading post at the intersection of the old Chisholm Trail cattle road and the 
military passage between Fort Arbuckle and Fort Sill, Duncan has seen and participated in every 
phase of Oklahoma's exciting history. From the earliest explorers and Native American 
settlement, to the historic cattle drives, US Cavalry patrols, the lands runs, oil industry, and 
modern light industry, Duncan's rich heritage includes pages from some of the most exciting 
times in American history. 

 
 

Culture/Recreation 
 
Individuals, families with children and extended families all enjoy a variety of recreational and 
social activities in Duncan. Much of our city’s appeal stems from a robust economy, low crime 
rate, moderate climate, and low cost of living. Easy flow of traffic and short commute times 
allow our citizens more time for leisurely pursuits. 

 
Programs dedicated to the arts, culture, recreation and history are prevalent in the community. 
Below are some of those facets that make living in Duncan so enjoyable: 

 
ꞏ Chisholm Trail Arts Council 
ꞏ Simmons Center: Recreation Facility, Convention and Performing Arts Center 
ꞏ Duncan Little Theatre 
ꞏ Chisholm Trail Heritage Center and Garis Gallery of the American West 
ꞏ W.T. Foreman Prairie House 
ꞏ Stephens County Historical Museum 
ꞏ Historic Mainstreet Antique and Specialty Shopping District 
ꞏ Stephens County Fair & Expo Center 
ꞏ Five Area Lakes, Hunting and Fishing locations, Golf Courses, City Parks 
ꞏ Duncan Public Library 
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Education & Health Care 
 

Duncan is proud to host a branch of Cameron University, a four-year public university. With a 
beautiful main campus only 40 minutes away and the Duncan branch right here at home, 
Cameron offers residents over 50 degree programs. Approximately 6,000 students from 46 
countries are pursuing degrees at Cameron. Duncan is also home to the Red River Technology 
Center which educates and trains students, adults, and business leaders to achieve success. 

 

 
Photo:  Duncan Regional Hospital 
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Duncan has a vibrant healthcare community that is unique among communities our size. Duncan 
Regional Hospital is a 167-bed nationally accredited not-for-profit hospital. DRH is one of the 
most technologically advanced, forward-thinking health care facilities in Oklahoma. Along with 
highly skilled health care professionals, Duncan Regional offers state-of-the-art cancer care, 
diagnostic imaging, rehabilitation services, cardiac care, women's services, pediatric care and 
much, much more. It is focused on the future of healthcare and works hard to promote it by 
having a nursing school campus as well as a Hands on Health Interactive Learning Center for 
children. 

 
As you might be able to tell, we love our town. We think you will too. 

 
 
 

The Rector We Seek…. 
 
All Saints’ intends to call a rector, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to lead those already in our church 
community and those beyond. We pray that God will direct us to a rector who will strengthen our 
mission as a vibrant church and promote our growth as a church family. 

 
The rector will find a resource in our deacon and committed vestry members and church 
volunteers; whose presence provides a valuable strength to build on. Our rector must help guide 
us to stretch our wings and reach our full potential. 

 
We are an aging parish – while our building and grounds are beautiful and our hearts are 
young, overall our members tend to be older. We have a small number of youth and young 
couples in our church who enjoy both the traditions of the church and the inclusiveness of the 
church.  We recognize that to stay viable we need to grow this important part of our church. 

 
We need direction – while our current members love the church deeply and are dedicated to it, 
we need someone who can motivate and lead us toward a shared vision of what we want our 
church to be. 

 
Three areas topped the congregation’s list of desires as enunciated in a recent survey:  
 
• An ability to effectively preach the Gospel topped the list. 

 
• Home and Hospital visitation and frequent contact with parishioners was very important as 

was visibility in the local community, both of which we felt we were already doing fairly 
well as parishioners, but which we hope a new rector will take to heart as well. 

 
• Christian Formation (youth and adult), programs, and involvement for young people, from 

small children though teens and young adults. In this area, we have found room for 
improvement. 
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We view our parish as an alternative to the bible belt culture and exclusivity found in our region. 
We recognize the need for people to have a faith community which offers a disciplined 
framework of liturgy and tradition, leavened by intellectual openness and hospitality. We meet 
people where they are and introduce them to Christ. 

 
We look for a rector who is comfortable with both old and young, new members and old 
members, and people from a variety of backgrounds. We seek a rector who can also know and 
love the people of the parish as individuals. We believe we have much to offer and invite you to 
consider becoming a part of our parish family. 
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Photo: Window in Chapel 
 

Interested? 
Please send an electronic copy of your 

resume and OTM Personal Portfolio to: 
 

The Rev. Michael P. Durning 
Canon to the Ordinary 

Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma 
CanonMichael@Epiok.org 

 

mailto:CanonMichael@Epiok.org
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