




The creak of the hinge
as the oak door

bellows a puff of wind and latches,
the clamor of the street,

hushed.

Prismed colors catch the dust
dancing in beams of light,

and there is the calm, the contemplative,
the breathing mahogany of old.





We treat everyone as if
their heart is broken, because

there is a good chance it is.

Here, we encircle each other.
We are bound by hope,

the deepest joy,
guidance, and inclusion.



Love that is will always be,

Even tho there is a sea,

Parting life and love and all,

For in the end the sea is small,

And all that was to be will be,

And all that was to see we’ll see,

And all the roads that we do trod,

Will be the roads that lead to God.

Our calling
is to love

unconditionally,
give generously,

serve selflessly,
and connect

deeply.

We strive for
justice and peace
among all people,

and respect the
dignity of every

human being in
all that we do.



For God has not
given us a spirit of
fear, but of power

and of love and
of sound mind.

2 Timothy 1:7

Left to right:
The Rev. Marilyn Robertson,
The Rev. Canon Susan Joplin,
The Rev. Gerald Butcher



We’re a
courageous and

loving lot.
We’re not only

sympathetic and
empathetic, we’re

educated and
curious.

Optimism lies at
the core of our

inquisitive nature.

To be radically inclusive

The Cathedral actively participates in the
OKC Interfaith Alliance, promoting the
positive role of faith in civic life, challenging
intolerance and extremism.

The Cathedral is affiliated with the
Oklahoma Conference of Churches, a local

non-profit, working on issues of faith,
care and social justice.

Devotion to a progressive culture is

our covenant with Christ.  For more

than four decades, we’ve been

unapologetically accepting of

female clergy, gay clergy, and same

sex unions; comfortable and content

in affirming the relationships

between people and of humanity.

In acknowledging the diverse

perspectives among our members

juxtaposed to the traditions of the

universal church, there is strength.

We all pray the same prayers.  You’ll

find a safe, welcoming space for all

faiths, orientations, and abilities.



“Music is... a higher
revelation than all wisdom

and philosophy.”
– Ludwig van Beethoven

Magnificent pipes!
The Buzard Pipe Organ was built during
the restoration of the Cathedral following
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building bombing.



And then,
there is the music.

Here, it is an integral
and cherished

expression of faith.
Music allows us to

transcend, to touch
souls, to engage and
enrich those beyond

our immediate
purview.

The Cathedral Choir
sings at the 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
and is joined through an audition with Scott.
Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
in the Choir Room.

The Parish Choir
sings at the 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II

with a brief rehearsal prior to the service,
and is open to anyone wishing to participate.

Interested parishioners must meet with
Canon Musician Scott Raab.

Quiet now.  Still.  Anticipation.

The perfect vibration of air to pipe.

Wafting regal points of melody rise

to crescendo and course through

your skin, right into your veins,

pushing you to the banks of the

river, ready to jump in.

Throughout the year, we present

multiple events and performances

often featuring skilled professional

musicians, a gift well regarded and

treasured by our community.

We are fortunate to experience the

leadership and talent of a nationally

and internationally acclaimed Canon

Musician, Scott Raab, who is

celebrating his 40th year of service.



“The only thing better than singing
is more singing.”

– Ella Fitzgerald



Evensong
commences at 5:00 p.m.
on the second Sunday of the month,
September through May.

Taizé  Service
Offered at 5:00 p.m.
on the first Sunday of the month.

The Taizé  Choir, under the leadership of
Mary Reynolds, provides instrumental and
choral music for the Taizé  Service.

Taizé  Service

With roots in the religious community

of Taizé , France, attendees immerse

themselves in a meditative service of

profound but simple harmonies, a

sung prayer, periods of silence, and

liturgical readings.

Evensong

An Evening Prayer service combining

choir, chant, music, and prayer.

St. Paul’s Music Society

This dedicated group of

uncompromising music lovers

provides extra financial support

to the Music Program at the

Cathedral.  With funds from

membership and an annual

Fund Drive, we benefit in the ability

to hire and provide hospitality

for guest musicians, publicity for

concerts, receptions, and other

various expenses associated in

sustaining our comprehensive

music program.

A little different



Let us know peace.
For as long as the moon shall rise,
For as long as the rivers shall flow,

For as long as the sun shall shine,
For as long as the grass shall grow,

Let us know peace.
– Cheyenne PrayerHarvey Pratt, Cheyenne and Arapaho,

Marine Corps Veteran, Forensic Artist



Our Native members lead the Diocese through
the Oakerhater Guild and the

Oklahoma Council on Indian Ministry.

Our native nations
are revered here.

They honor us by
sharing their sacred

traditions.

David Pendleton Oakerhater

Okuh hatuh (Sun Dancer), was a valiant

Cheyenne warrior and prisoner of war in

the era of westward expansion.

He became an Episcopal deacon serving

Indian Territory and Oklahoma, until his

death in 1931.  During his 50 years of

resolute service on the Cheyenne-Arapaho

Reservation in western Oklahoma, he was

at times the single ordained presence

in all of Indian Territory.  The Episcopal

Church added his name to its Calendar of

Lesser Feasts and Fasts in 1985, the first

American Indian to receive this

recognition.

The Oakerhater Chapel, Dedicated in 2004.
The Oakerhater Window was designed by artist

Preston Singletary.



“The mind is not
a vessel to be filled,

but a fire to be kindled.”
– Plutarch



“Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven

belongs to such as these.”

The Children and Youth Ministry

is booming and most classrooms

in the undercroft are at full capacity.

Our extensive network of

volunteers has created a safe,

loving, and nurturing environment

for more than 130 children.

We’ve been fortunate to have

experienced an influx of young

families coming to the Cathedral

providing our children with a broad

peer group.  We encourage them to

be curious, to discover, and to be

involved in our numerous activities.

Discovering faith

Matthew 19:14

The Rev. Lance Schmitz was ordained in

June 2019, and serves St. Paul's Cathedral

as both Deacon and the Minister to Youth.

He is a fourth generation Oklahoman and

has been involved in ministry for 20 years.

The quest for the next cup of coffee is an

ongoing component of his daily life.



“This is the place of places
   and it is here.”

– Gertrude Stein

The Rev. Tim Sean Youmans



Almighty and everliving God,
ruler of all things in heaven
and earth, hear our prayers

for this parish family.
Strengthen the faithful,

arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent.

 Grant us all things necessary
for our common life, and

bring us all to be of one heart
and mind within

your holy Church; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

As a vital part of our Christian faith, and as a

complement to Scripture and tradition, we

challenge people to think critically, bring their

doubts, questions, beliefs and convictions,

then take responsibility for their actions.

Human reason is set within the context of our

relationship with God.  He calls us to bring

our whole selves to the life of the church.

8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite I

This service is a meditative, quiet service

with a sermon and no congregational

singing.  Once a month we are joined

by a harpist.

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II

This service includes Organ and Choir

music, sermon, and children’s message.

This tends to be our largest Sunday service

appealing to families with children.

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I

Our most traditional service includes Organ

and Choir music, sermon, and a newly

added children’s moment.  Recently this

service has seen growth among our young

families.

We offer a variety of educational and spiritual

discernment opportunities such as Sunday

Forums, Ignation Exercises, retreats,

pilgrimages, labyrinth walks and more.

Services



– Walt Disney

“You can design and create,
   and build the most
   wonderful place in the world.
   But it takes people to
   make the dream a reality.”

Mobile Meals Ministry
As one of our longest serving guilds,

these devoted volunteers prepare and
deliver as many as 30 meals weekly.



•  Altar Guild
•  Acolyte Guild
•  Audio Guild
•  Hosts and Greeters
•  Lector Ministry
•  Lay Eucharistic Ministry
•  Oblationer Guild
•  Usher Guild
•  Vergers

If there is an ask,
we will rise to the

occassion.

Our Liturgical Guilds

We support our volunteers across all

aspects of our programs here at the

Cathedral.  Dedication to service is

strong within our community as

more than 250 committed people

continually fill our rosters, utilizing

their individual gifts to assist the

clergy, freeing them and the staff to

focus on their pastoral, liturgical, and

administrative missions.

We had more than 30 youth, ages
eight to eighteen, serving as acoltytes
this past year, and ten brave adult
acolyte masters guiding them.

Beyond our Guilds we sponsor

numerous opportunities to serve,

perform outreach, and just get

together for fun activities and

community sharing.  More than

300 people show us their giving

side annually.

Volunteer Ministries

•  Episcopal Church Woman (ECW)
•  Mobile Meals
•  Labyrinth Committee
•  The Garden Guild
•  Guild of St. George
•  Nira Smith Book & Gift Store
•  Brotherhood of St. Andrew
•  Foyer Groups (dinner groups)
•  Prayer Shawl Ministry
•  YWCA Guild (abuse outreach)
•  New Hope
•  Youth Group
•  St. Crispin’s Camp
•  Home Visitation & Communion



– Audrey Hepburn

“You have two hands.
   One to help yourself, the second to help others.”



Our volunteers
have wings

and other things

Supported primarily by proceeds

from our Cake Boss Auction, and

the Nira Smith Book and Gift Store,

we help to sustain all the programs

at the Cathedral.

Not your grandmother’s church

group, the Episcopal Church

Women (ECW) are comprised of

every woman who is a member of

St. Paul’s.  We’re active and we’re

fun, our name not withstanding.

Aside from fellowship and study,

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is

a group of guys that can cook their

socks off.  They’re responsible for

some mouthwatering cuisine at

many an event.

•  Annual Cake Boss Auction
•  Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic
•  July 4th Picnic
•  Annual Meeting
•  Cathedral Fest
•  First Sunday Fellowship

Traditions & Events
The goal: get as many people

in the same room, having a
good time, as often as possible.

•  Blessing of the Animals
•  Wine.Chocolate.Jazz
•  Tai Chi
•  Yoga
•  Softball Team
•  Memorial Marathon Ministers

We send children from the

Watonga Mission to St. Crispin’s

camp each summer, support our

Youth Group, Mobile Meals,

The Labyrinth Committee, and

many others.



“Heaven
  is under our feet as well as
  over our heads.”

– Henry David Thoreau



The  Celtic cross, known as the “Broken
Cross” embedded in the wall, once stood
atop the Cathedral.  The blast knocked it
from it’s perch with parts disintegrated.

Through
restoration comes

renewal
Not only is our campus a

beautifully restored physical

beacon of serenity and respite, but

a signal of reaffirmed spirituality,

contemplation, reflection, and

social consciousness

for our community.

Through the World Wars,

 the Depression, the boom and

busts of the energy sectors,

the bombing of the

Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building,

and the death and rebirth of

downtown Oklahoma City,

we have proven resilient.

Through an endowment

established in the early 1990’s,

we’ve expanded our campus to

include the Dean Back

Administration Building, and a

million dollar garden renovation

complete with a Columbarium, an

arbor, and a labyrinth.

Being a historical structure of

profound significance to our

Diocese, we embarked on a capital

campaign to repair the damage

sustained from the bombing of the

federal building; a multimillion

dollar restoration.

The “Remembrance Gate” forged of wrought
iron, contains 168 circles commemorating

the lives lost, on April 19, 1995,
in the bombing of the

Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building.



St. Nicholas Chapel

Our surroundings
connect us to the here

and now, the beauty
of God’s creation,
of Mother Nature,

allowing us to deepen
our spiritual

connection to all
living things.



Education Building

Completed in 1949, it contains our

reception area, classrooms, nursery,

reading and study areas, St. Nicholas

Chapel, the Nira Smith Cathedral

Bookstore, and Dean Willey Hall,

a 3,000 square ft. parish hall

used for receptions, banquets

and lectures.

Dean Back Building

Completed in 1998, it is a cloistered

building housing the vestry meeting

room, administrative offices, outreach

services, and the Guild of St. George.

Cathedral

Built in 1903, and placed on the

National Register of Historic Places in

1977,  the gothic inspired granite and

brick exterior houses our stunning

nave and sanctuary filled with

original Tiffany era stained glass,

rich hardwoods, and an

Italian marble altar.

Parish House

Built in 1909, is a smaller building

which contains the sacristy, clergy

vesting room, the chapter room, and

the music rehearsal suite.



A path of prayer, centering,
and reflection.



“Adopt the pace of nature:
her secret is patience.”

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

Serving as a nature oasis in the

downtown area, winter in the garden

hosts many animals and birds who

seek refuge, shelter, and food in the

outstretched branches within.

East Garden

Beyond the Remembrance Gate

and nestled between the Education

and Dean Back buildings, grows

our beloved garden harboring a

labyrinth, an arbor, a pet memorial,

a fountain, and columbarium.

During spring and summer months

the garden invites you to step into

the cool grass shaded by full trees.

Fall is welcomed into the garden

with an abundance of color and

textures as Mother Nature gives way

to a cleansing winter.



We sit at the intersection of
tradition and progress

www.okcstreetcar.com



We know you’re itching
to see your first tornado.

have cows.  Our generous residents

committed to an improvement tax

which has generated revenue to

transform our city through

targeted projects, attracting a

younger demographic, and

spurring new businesses, and

attractions.  We’re even considered

Oklahoma City has experienced

exponential growth and our

Cathedral right along with it.  The

revitalization of our city districts

has put us on an exciting new path.

We’re no longer the stereotypical

image of a dusty cowtown on the

plains, even though we do, still,

art and music venues, restaurants,

a first class zoo, theatre, ballet, and

philharmonic performances, plus

college and professional sports.

We’re situated right in the middle

of it all.  We’re delighted to be

entertwined with this community.

These sites will get you started with the
info you need about our city and state:
www.abetterlifeokc.com
www.visitokc.com
www.travelok.com
www.okcommerce.gov

US News & World Reports rates
Oklahoma: The 4th most

affordable state to live in, and
the 7th most affordable

housing market

a “foodie” town now.  Bon Apetit

named Nonesuch the No. 1 best

new restaurant in America in 2018.

At the doorsteps to the Cathedral,

you’ll find thriving communities

and ample delights to keep you

engaged, including museums,



Membership Length at St. Paul’s

Do not attend St. Paul’s

Not a member

1 - 3 years

4 - 5 years

6 - 10 years

11 - 20 years

21 - 40 years

40 + years

.40%

8.47%

10.89%

4.84%

17.34%

28.23%

23.39%

6.45%

Gender Level of Education

Non attendance

Technical/Vocational

1 year of college

2-4 years of college

Some graduate school

Terminal degree

College graduate

Completed graduate school

0%

.52%

2.09%

7.33%

6.28%

20.94%

24.61%

38.22%

Female

Male

No response

57.81%

39.58%

2.6%

So many numbers,
and counting.

have been Episcopalians for more than ten years,

and we are proudly inclusive, with nearly 20%

being members of the LGBTQ community.

Our membership is made up of nearly 700

households with more than 305 in attendance

on Sundays.  Three quarters of our members



We have kept our staffing slim

through a variety of volunteers,

contractors and part-time staff,

which allows our new Dean

flexibility.  We are a member of the

Consortium of Endowed Episcopal

Parishes (CEEP) and have over

$3 million in our endowments.

Our 2019 Stewardship Campaign

resulted in the highest amount

pledged of $918,978, by 226 devoted

households.

2018
Parochial Report

Our foundation is firm
During the interim period without

a Dean, Cathedral leadership

implemented a restructuring of

operations, practices and oversight,

to regain this firm foundation.

We are on our way to being debt free

again, and it is important to us to

maintain that status.  These efforts

were met with loving, open and

generous hearts who have stepped

up in a time of need to ensure that

our church home remains in

excellent condition.



To triage human suffering,
we must lead with
compassion

St. Paul’s has served as the Cathedral for the
Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma for more than

a century.  We have endured hardships and
even destruction, but we’ve emerged

renewed through our steadfast faith.

Almighty God,
giver of every good gift:

Look graciously
on your Church, and

so guide the minds
of those who shall

choose a Dean for this
Cathedral,

that we may receive a
faithful pastor, who will

care for your people
and equip us for our

ministries; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

While we are the “Bishop’s Parish”

and home to the Bishop’s Cathedra,

St. Paul’s also understands and lives-

into its calling as a Cathedral for all.

Throughout the year, Clergy and Lay

leaders gather here for ordinations,

training events, educational

opportunities and spiritual

discernment.

We also serve the Diocesan

community by way of membership

in the Standing Committee, Diocesan

Council, the Commission on

Ministry, discernment groups and

more.

We are quite aware that discernment

for a Dean at St. Paul’s coincides with

the search for a new Bishop.  By God’s

graciousness, Bishop and Dean will

see this as an invitation to explore

even more opportunities for mutual

support and witness.



•  Collaborative leadership
•  Responsive to cultural needs
•  Active participation
•  Approachable
•  Receptive to new ideas
•  Effective ministry during crisis
•  Conflict resolution
•  Postive vision and outreach

We want you
to call this place

home.

•  Welcoming
•  Embraces diversity
•  Inclusive
•  Humility and compassion
•  Trust and empathy
•  Treasures music
•  A patient teacher and mentor
•  Spiritually sensitive

Everyone possesses strengths and

weaknesses; this is the humanity

in us all.  Admitedly, our lofty

expectations will be tempered.

We are a close knit, loving, pastoral

and compassionate community.

We are dedicated to each other,

our neighbors, and our Clergy.

We recognize the beauty
of imperfection

We seek a Dean who not only

mirrors our spiritual aspirations,

but who seeks to embody the

Christ like attributes we all pursue.

Are you intellectually curious, well

read, mature, and unthreatened by

dissenting views?  Are you honest,

motivated, down to earth, and

joyful?  Do you have a servant heart?

A sense of humor is an absolute.

Will you learn our history and

traditions and reflect our deep

apprectiation for all people?

Are you the next Nobel Laureate in

economics?  No?  Well, we at least

need you to be thrifty.

Every now and then, you must
take a leap of faith.  Join us.



127 Northwest 7th Street   Oklahoma City, Oklahoma   73102
www.stpaulsokc.org

Interested candidates should send
an electronic copy of your resume,

and OTM portfolio to:

Canon Michael Durning, Canon to the Ordinary,
Diocese of Oklahoma
canonmichael @epiok.org


